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In September 1940, “the first ethnic German  Gymnasium 

Gymnasium

Gymnasium is a term in various European languages for a
secondary school that prepares students for higher education at a
university. It is comparable to the US English term preparatory high
school or the British term grammar school.

in what was then ” , the Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium 

Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium

The Gymnasium, that is grammar school, was named after Jakob
Bleyer (1894–1933), on whom the “German movement” in Trianon
Hungary was based and who is said to have led the Germans in
Hungary to an “awakening”.

,  was opened in .  Its first and only principal,

Johann Weidlein (1905–1994) 

Johann Weidlein (1905–1994)

Johann Weidlein, “Volkstumsforscher” (folklore researcher) and
historian. Characteristic of his later works in the FRG are an
apologetic view of history and the relativization of the “Volksbund”
period with the emphasis on the “victim role” of the Germans in
Hungary vis-à-vis Magyar “racial nationalism”.

, described this as a “turning point, both in the history of the

Hungarian-German school system and in the history of the

German people in Hungary”.

Illustration. Jahrbuch der deutschen

Jugend in Ungarn 1941, 5, 

Free access - no reuse

The “Wiener Volksgruppenabkommen” (Vienna Ethnic Group Agreement) of 26
August 1940, enabled the unhindered spread of National Socialism in Hungary
and meant that the German “Volksgruppe” (ethnic group) in Hungary, which
had now been brought into line with Germany’s politics, was able to open its
own schools and educational institutions. These were intended to shape the
ideology of young people in accordance with the National Socialist “Third
Reich”. The following article provides an insight into everyday school life in
Budapest between 1940 and 1944.

The “Volksgruppenabkommen” and its consequences

Hungary 1

2 Budapest 3
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The opening of the Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium was made

possible by the “Wiener Volksgruppenabkommen” (Vienna

Ethnic Group Agreement)  between the “Third Reich” and

Hungary. Signed on August 26, 1940, this agreement not

only enabled the Germans in Hungary to fully commit to

National Socialism and its ideological principles, but also

gave them political and ideological access to the “German”

youth,  which they had long been awaiting. The Volksbund

der Deutschen in Ungarn (People’s Association of Germans

in Hungary), or “VDU”, which had been founded in autumn

1938 as a result of the First Vienna Award and was now the

only officially recognized representative body

of the German “Volksgruppe”, gradually developed into an

“Volksgruppenorganisation" (ethnic group organization)

based on the Reich model.  From 1940 onwards, the

“Volksgruppenführung” (ethnic group leadership) under

Franz Anton Basch (1901–1946) 

Franz Anton Basch (1901–1946)

Franz Anton Basch (1901–1946) was a National Socialist politician of
Banat origin who was active in Hungary and, among other positions,
was head of the “Volksbund der Deutschen in Ungarn“ (“People’s
Association of Germans in Hungary“) from 1938 on. In 1940, Adolf
Hitler appointed Basch “Volksgruppenführer” of the Germans in
Hungary. Towards the end of the Second World War, Basch fled to
the German Reich, but was extradited back to Hungary after the war
and executed there in 1946.

endeavored to “catch up” on everything that the 

Magyarization efforts 

Magyarization

As the nationalities were held responsible for the disintegration of
the historic Kingdom of Hungary after the Treaty of Trianon,
Hungarian nationality policy aimed to assimilate the minorities living
in the country. This took place in a variety of ways and concerned
in particular the use of the mother tongue and access to education
in the mother tongue. Furthermore, the Magyarization of “German”
names was a necessary prerequisite for social and professional
advancement.

 of the Hungarian government had previously made
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impossible in the area of youth work: In order to prevent

the young people from becoming involved in the

Ungarländisch-Deutscher Volksbildungsverein 

Ungarländisch-Deutscher Volksbildungsverein

The “Ungarländisch-Deutscher Volksbildungsverein” (UDV) (literally:
“Hungarian-German People’s Education Association”) was
established as early as 1923, but was not formally founded and
officially recognized until 1924. Its main objectives were to promote
culture and language among Germans in Hungary, with the UDV
being heavily engaged in the field of German education. Jakob
Bleyer was the founder, managing director and central figure until
1933, while the first chairman was the publicist Gusztáv Gratz
(1875–1946). The UDV’s informal voice was the “Sonntagsblatt.
Wochenzeitung für das deutsche Volk in Ungarn” (from 1935:
“Neues Sonntagsblatt”), which was also founded by Bleyer in 1921.
After Bleyer’s death, the debate over the direction of the UDV
intensified, including the question of whether it should play a
stronger political representative role and take on a more nationalist
orientation. These conflicts led to the founding of the “Volksbund
der Deutschen in Ungarn” (“People’s Association of Germans in
Hungary”) by Franz Anton Basch in 1938. The UDV, in turn, was
dissolved in 1940.

(Hungarian-German People’s Education Association), or

“UDV”, which had been founded in 1923 by Jakob Bleyer,

the Hungarian government set the minimum age for joining

the organization at 24;  furthermore, student fraternities,

such as Suevia, founded in 1923, were only allowed to

recruit university students.  Trianon Hungary's school and

youth policy, which was rooted in the country's policy of

ethnic homogenization, was also held responsible for the

decline in the number of Germans in Hungary and the lack

of an educated ruling class.

 

Two essential measures were taken, which would now

finally allow Hungary’s “German” youth to be addressed

collectively, brought together, and integrated into the work

of the “German movement”: the first was the creation of a

German-language education system from kindergarten to

secondary school and second was the establishment of a

German youth organization.  While the former was tackled

immediately after the “Volksgruppenabkommen”, the

official founding of the Deutsche Jugend (German Youth) 
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Deutsche Jugend (German Youth)

The “Deutsche Jugend” (German Youth), or “DJ”, was the youth
organization of the Germans in Hungary. The “Hitler Jugend” (Hitler
Youth), or “HJ”, served as a model for the organization, which was
approved in the spring of 1941.

, or “DJ”,  only took place on June 29, 1941 at the National

Youth Day (Landesjugendtag) in .

All children of members of the Volksgruppe should have

the opportunity to receive an education at ethnic German

schools under the same conditions that apply to

Hungarian schools, namely at secondary, intermediate

and elementary school as well as at technical schools.

“Volksgruppenpolitik” (ethnic group policy) based on the “Third

Reich”

Although a complete Nazification of the German "Volksgruppe" in Hungary could not be

achieved in the period from 1940 to 1944, a radicalization and gradual appropriation of the

National Socialist model could nevertheless be observed. The idea of race and the concept of

the German “Voksgemeinschaft” (national community) became increasingly widespread in

Hungary, especially towards the end of 1940.  This was particularly characteristic of the

youth leadership, which was much more National Socialist and “loyal to the Führer” than the

actual VDU leadership.  This can be attributed to the fact that “Volksgruppenführer” (ethnic

group leader) Basch saw the nation’s youth as its “most holy” treasure and assigned them a

special task.  For, as Weidlein put it, young people who were brought up “in the spirit of their

ancestors, i.e. with unconditional loyalty to their homeland and their ancestral folklore”

should in future “work for their own people”.  Thus, from 1940 onwards, the longed-for

cadre formation within the “German movement” was strongly influenced by National Socialist

ideals.

National Socialist indoctrination in the National Socialist educational

Mágocs
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As Zsolt Vitári summarizes, “National Socialist

indoctrination was implemented most intensively and

effectively in the so-called National Socialist educational

homes.”  For the VDU schools, including the Jakob-Bleyer-

Gymnasium, the Hungarian state curriculum, which was

intended to ensure the patriotic education of “German”

youth for the Hungarian government, was binding. What was

not possible in terms of the curriculum was made up for in

National Socialist educational institutions 

National Socialist educational institutions

National Socialist Educational Homes (NS-Erziehungsheime) and
National Socialist Educational Establishments (NS-
Erziehungsanstalten), summarised under the general term National
Socialist educational institutions (NS-Erziehungsstätten), were the
Hungarian equivalents of the Nationalpolitische Erziehungsanstalten
(National-political Educational Establishment), or “Napola”, and the
Adolf Hitler Schools in the German Reich. Similar to their role
models, they were elite institutions and primarily promoted the
education of an educated leadership class within the “ethnic group”.

;  they supplemented the work done by schools and

provided “valuable educational work of their own”.  This

required close cooperation between the DJ, the VDU

schools and the National Socialist educational institutions.

While the “scientific and intellectual education” took place

in the schools, the National Socialist Educational Homes

(“NS-Erziehungsheime”) and National Socialist Educational

Establishments (“NS-Erziehungsanstalten”) were responsible

for “physical training and team education”, as well as

“moral education of character and ideological training”.

The difference between the latter two was that the National

Socialist Educational Establishments were intended to train

the actual “next generation of leaders”  and therefore had

higher admission requirements : Here, you had to be

“racially valuable” to gain admission.

 

As boarding schools, the National Socialist educational

Members of the “Deutsche Jugend”

performing a drill. Fortepan/Balázs

Mihályi, Nr. 217806, 

Free access - no reuse

institutions
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institutions were not affiliated to the respective schools, but

operated as independent facilities.  There were close links

between the schools, the National Socialist educational

institutions and, after its official foundation in 1941, the DJ,

whose aim was the National Socialist education of young

people.  In Budapest there was a National Socialist

Educational Establishment for the “elitest of the elite” , a

National Socialist Educational Home for boys and a National

Socialist Educational Home for girls. A large proportion of

their pupils attended the Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium or other

VDU schools in the capital. Girls were only admitted to the

Gymnasium as private pupils.  Only the children of VDU

members were allowed to attend VDU schools; all pupils

also had to belong to the DJ, which was regarded as the

“guarantor of National Socialist youth education”  and was

responsible for “the ethnic, ideological and physical training

of young people”.  In particular, the “duty to German

blood heritage”  was one of the main virtues for the DJ. An

appeal by the “Volksgruppenführer” to the “German” youth

mandated that: “anyone of German blood and ethnic

German sentiments must immediately rush to the flags of

the DJ.”

The purpose of the National Socialist educational

institutions is to align boys with the National Socialist

cause and provide them with a thorough National

Socialist education in addition to their education at

school.

Cooperation between the VDU schools and the National Socialist

educational institutions

The close cooperation between the VDU schools and the National Socialist educational
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institutions is shown by the fact that the entrance examinations for the former were carried

out in cooperation with the latter.  The directors of the National Socialist educational

institutions also ensured that their “charges” made good progress at school, otherwise they

would have been excluded not only from the respective educational institution, but also from

all others of its kind.  In addition to active DJ membership, admission to the schools and

National Socialist educational institutions also required a letter of recommendation from the

responsible VDU regional leader and proof of ancestry back to the grandparents.  In order

to “acquire an outwardly soldierly attitude”,  extensive drills were carried out in the National

Socialist educational institutions. A particular focus was placed on pre-military training and

the shaping of boys in particular.

Aus dem Leben der Budapester NS-Erziehungsstätten, in: Südostdeutsche Rundschau 1/3 (1942), o. S., Free access - no reuse
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“Lined up in the celebration hall on the occasion of the Führer’s birthday celebration.” Two uniformed
boys “stand guard in front of the Siegrune” and the bust of Adolf Hitler, surrounded by swastika flags
(see also note 63).
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Aus dem Leben des Budapester NS-Erziehungsstätten, in: Südostdeutsche Rundschau 1/3 (1942), o. S., Free access - no reuse

“The fanfare band of the Budapest National Socialist educational
institutions”
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Landespropagandaamt des Volksbundes der Deutschen in Ungarn (Hg.), Neue Jugend – neues Volk: erster Landesjugendtag
Mágocs 1941. Budapest 1941, 5., Free access - no reuse

“The young comrades of the Jakob Bleyer Gymnasium in Budapest and the pupils of the National
Socialist Stefan Ludwig Roth Educational Establishment in Sächsisch-Regen greet the leading men of
our movement.”
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Nachlass Rudolf Hartmann, Fk6852, Institut für Volkskunde der Deutschen des
östlichen Europa (IVDE), Freiburg, Free access - no reuse

“The Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium’s boys’
choir”
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Fortepan/Balázs Mihályi, Nr. 217803, Free access - no reuse

The National Youth Day in Mágocs in 1941

The National Youth Day in Mágocs on June 29, 1941, which was also the official founding

celebration of the DJ, shows that young people were increasingly being educated in the

National Socialist spirit.  It is said that 12,000-15,000 young people took part in the National

Members of the “Deutsche Jugend” at a march in
Budapest
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Youth Day, including pupils from Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium. Combined with a midsummer

celebration, this rally was also held under National Socialist auspices.  A VDU propaganda

pamphlet about the founding festival of the DJ stated that: “[The youth] proved on June 29,

1941 in Mágocs that they are able and willing to take up the march to fight for a united

National Socialist ethnic group.”  The VDU leadership was heavily criticized by the Hungarian

government for its openly National Socialist propaganda at the National Youth Day.  

Poster for the National Youth Day in Mágocs 1941.

Landespropagandaamt des Volksbundes der

Deutschen in Ungarn (Hg.), Neue Jugend – neues

Volk: erster Landesjugendtag Mágocs 1941.

Budapest 1941, 5, Free access - no reuse

Difficulties in everyday school life as a result of the unresolved school

issue

A high proportion of the pupils at the Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium had significant gaps in their

education, which made lessons difficult. The reason was that many of the children, especially

those from the outlying areas of Budapest, had rarely received schooling in their native

language and therefore did not have the necessary knowledge of German.  There were also

claims that their intellectual development often did not correspond to the expected level of a

grammar school pupil.  Lessons were taught in standard German, with the exception of

Hungarian language and literature, which were taught in Hungarian.  Due to deficits in the
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German-language school system, pupils had linguistic difficulties, often in both languages in

the lower classes and in Hungarian in the higher classes.  In order to reduce dialect

differences and solve language problems – most Germans in Hungary spoke a (local) dialect,

and hardly any spoke standard German – a so-called “Spielschar” ,  or performance troupe,

was founded, which rehearsed and performed choruses, scenes and amateur plays.  This

“Spielschar” served to “cultivate the German language and literature”  and at the same time

to “strengthen the awareness of national identity”.  Here, pupils learned German songs,

which reportedly awakened a “genuine joy in German folk songs and German folk music”.

Music was believed to create the “most direct relationship to the ethnic upliftment of National

Socialism",  which is why great importance was placed on musical education. The aim of the

regular performances by the “Spielschar” at VDU celebrations and events in Budapest and the

surrounding districts was also to promote the DJ and to encourage networking with the local

VDU group.  The pupils of the National Socialist educational institutions, in turn, usually held

propaganda marches featuring drummers and fanfares, during which National Socialist

marching songs were sung – also in the capital Budapest.

The D[eutsche] J[ugend] aims to shape the new German

man and the new German woman. It wants the grey mass

of all the young people who have stood by us to rise up

and become a powerful organization, called and

empowered to seek and find forms and paths that will

lead to this new German citizen, the National Socialist.

Networking with the VDU local branches

One characteristic of the DJ was that it attracted rather children from poorer backgrounds to

its youth work.  In order to afford the boarding school costs of the National Socialist

educational institutions, poor families could apply  for a reduction in fees or a student loan

from Deutsche Volkshilfe (DV) 

Deutsche Volkshilfe (DV)

Office for Social Affairs of the VDU, which began its activities on January 1, 1942.
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. The local branches of the VDU also often paid the tuition fees for children from their area.

One example is Josef Rothausky (1930–2021) from . He stated that his school

education was subsidized by the municipality from 1942,  but his school and boarding school

costs were presumably covered by the local branch of the VDU in Budaörs: He owed this to

the close cooperation between the teachers at the schools, the National Socialist educational

institutions and the VDU local branches, especially as the teachers were also involved in the

work of the latter.  Franz Riedl (1910–1984) from Budaörs, for example, was not only head of

the National Socialist Education Establishment in Budapest, but was also the VDU's local

branch leader in Budaörs from 1942.  Rothausky came to the Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium on

his explicit recommendation, which was made possible with the funding provided by the VDU

local branch, with Riedl as its leader.

Members of the “Deutsche Jugend” at a march in

Budapest. Fortepan/Balázs Mihályi, Nr. 217804, 

Free access - no reuse

Members of the “Deutsche Jugend” at a march in

Budapest. Fortepan/Balázs Mihályi, Nr. 217805, 

Free access - no reuse

Ideological education at Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium

While ideological education was primarily the task of the National Socialist educational

institutions, the yearbooks of the Jakob-Bleyer-Gymnasium show that the school was also

increasingly coming under National Socialist influence.  This is because the ideological model

was being expressed more and more in the content of lessons (for example, with the
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introduction of “racial studies” as a school subject) and in the everyday life of young people

outside of school (participation in “Führer birthdays”). The yearbook of the second school

year shows that the pupils of the Gymnasium celebrated Adolf Hitler's birthday with a trip to

the Ofner Bergland as part of a school program.  The young pupils of the Jakob-Bleyer-

Gymnasium were also present at the HJ reception on Kossuth Lajos tér, the symbolic parade

ground in front of the Hungarian parliament, on May 7.  Pupils also attended the VDU's

regular rallies and high-ranking visits from the “Reich” as “accessories”.

The march of the German Youth also echoes in the streets

of the capital. It fills German life with new substance and

meaning.

Title page of the yearbook Jugend und Soldaten

1944. Free access - no reuse

“Onto the battlefield we went” - Motto of the

Yearbook Youth and Soldiers 1944. Jugend und

Soldaten. Jahrbuch der deutschen Jugend in

Ungarn 1943, 184, Free access - no reuse
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Influence of the war on everyday school life

As the war progressed, pupils became more and more involved in paramilitary activities, and,

from the second school year onwards, increasingly took part in extracurricular events of a

military nature. On December 14, 1941, they stood guard on Andrássy út, a boulevard in the

center of Budapest, at the military parade held to mark the return of the “Honvéd” 

“Honvéd”

Royal Hungarian Army (Magyar Királyi Honvédség, “Honvéd” for short), name of the Hungarian armed forces
between 1922 and 1945.

from the Eastern Front.  On January 8, 1942, they took part in the reception of the German

Minister of Foreign Affairs Joachim von Ribbentrop 

Joachim von Ribbentrop

Joachim Ribbentrop (1893–1946, since 1925 von Ribbentrop) was a National Socialist politician and, from the
mid-1930s, a central member of the National Socialist leadership around Adolf Hitler (1889–1945). With his
political and social contacts, Ribbentrop had already provided considerable support for Hitler's seizure of
power and rose from being Hitler's foreign policy advisor to the position of a “Reichsminister of Foreign
Affairs” (1938) within a few years. As such, Ribbentrop, together with Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav
Molotov, signed the so-called Hitler-Stalin Pact in Moscow on August 23, 1939, whose annexes, among other
things, regulated the division of Poland as a follow-up to the invasion of Poland that commenced on
September 1, 1939. In 1946, Ribbentrop was tried as one of the major war criminals in the Nuremberg trials
and sentenced to death.

.  The DJ was also actively involved in organizing and participating in the “Führer's birthday

celebrations”; in 1943, the VDU organized the “Führer's birthday celebration” in  in 

 County. The “Pimpfe” of the National Socialist Educational Establishment in

Budapest contributed to the festive program with their fanfare band and choir.

 

Consequences of the ongoing war rippled out into everyday school life. Initially, it was the

male school teachers who were affected: Due to call-ups for military service and the often

prompt return of those previously called up, there was a constant fluctuation in the teaching

staff.  This was initially bridged by changing the curriculum and using substitute teachers.

 

The approaching front also brought changes for the pupils at the Gymnasium: the fourth

school year ended prematurely on April 1, 1944.  From spring 1944, forced recruitment into

the Waffen-SS  was carried out in Hungary, which also affected the older pupils at the

school; the DJ was gradually regarded as a “human resource” for the Waffen-SS – after all,

the boys in its ranks had been educated with the explicit aim of turning them into soldiers.

This is also reflected in the fact that the Jahrbuch der deutschen Jugend in Ungarn (Yearbook
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of the German Youth in Hungary), published every year from 1940, was renamed Jugend und

Soldaten (Youth and Soldiers) in 1944.  The “Volksgruppenführer” Basch began his

programmatic foreword to the “German” youth, which was characteristic of all editions of the

yearbook, with the following thought: “Today, the majority of our national youth are under

arms. Through their courage in battle and willingness to serve as soldiers, they have earned

everlasting fame.”

 

For those pupils who had already completed the 7th grade and were to be forcibly recruited

into the Waffen-SS, the Hungarian Ministry of Education approved a six-week Matura

(maturity diploma) course.  At the end of this course, the pupils received their 8th grade

certificate and were admitted to the Matura exam, after which they were conscripted into the

Waffen-SS. Thus, the school not only encouraged the forced recruitment of its pupils, but also

explicitly supported and enabled it by holding early Matura examinations.

FSZEK, Budapest-képarchívum, Free access - no reuse
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Joachim von Ribbentrop gives a “Hitler salute” during his visit to the tomb of the Hungarian national
heroes on Heroes' Square.
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Fortepan, Nr. 175126, Free access - no reuse

Evacuation and the end of the war

For those pupils who were too young to be drafted into the Waffen-SS, and for female pupils,

the ongoing war soon brought everyday school life to an end. In the fall of 1944, attempts

were made to resume school operations, but the school building had to be vacated in

October: At the end of October, as the front approached, the “Volksgruppenführung” in

Hungary ordered the evacuation of the school together with other VDU schools and National

Socialist educational institutions to the “Sudetenland” in .  Lessons were

resumed there.  After another evacuation at the end of February 1945, the pupils saw out

the end of the war in what is now Austria and later found a “new home” in the American

occupation zone in Germany. Most of the pupils who had been drafted into the Waffen-SS did

not live to see the end of the war: most were killed in action outside Budapest in the fall and

winter.

Hitler Square (today Kodály körönd), a military parade to welcome the troops returning from the
Soviet Union on December 14, 1941.
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Conclusion

From 1940 onwards, “Germanness” in Hungary was gradually equated with National Socialism

and the “Third Reich”.  However, the gradual spread of National Socialist indoctrination

among Germans in Hungary can only partly be attributed to pressure from the “Third Reich”.

The VDU's membership was not homogeneous and comprised a broad spectrum of staunch

National Socialists and committed followers.  Although the DJ strove to involve all “German”

young people in the National Socialist mission,  this was not able to be fully achieved in the

coming four years, despite efforts to this end in the VDU schools and National Socialist

educational institutions: Due to time constraints and the lack of (human) resources, it was

simply not possible to send all “German” children to a VDU school facility and educate them

in line with the ideological guidelines. Nevertheless, the National Socialist educational

institutions did achieve success in becoming strongholds of National Socialist training, cadre

formation and mobilization. Together with the VDU schools in Hungary, they shaped the

ideological and political attitudes of their pupils in close symbiosis with National Socialist

ideology.  As National Socialist ideology had a much greater influence on everyday school

life in Budapest than in the other VDU schools in the country,  the pupils at Jakob-Bleyer-

Gymnasium received a more intensified ideological education.
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