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NOT A MOMENT TO LOSE

A whole village flees
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DZM-Team

Not a Moment to Lose

In 1944, the entire German-speaking population of the village of Novo Selo in
Yugoslavia flee for their their lives as the Red Army approaches. Among them
is the Neuburger family, who travel by horse-drawn wagon via Hungary to

Austria.

In late summer 1944, the Red Army's begins their
occupation of Romania, which was an ally of the German
Reich in the war of aggression against the Soviet Union in
June 1941. On August 23, 1944, Romania then changes
sides. Fearing reprisals against the German population, the
German troop units begin evacuating. Wherever the rapidly
advancing Red Army threatens to catch up with the
Wehrmacht units, large parts of the German population
flee. As increasing numbers of escapees make their way
through Yugoslavian and Hungarian territories, the Germans

living in these regions also panic.

Thus, on October 1, 1944, the entire population of the
village of Novo Selos/Neudorf in Yugoslavia also decides to
leave their homes. Everyone who lives here is German — so-

called Danube Swabians

Danube Swabians

. Three hundred years ago, thousands of people from different
German regions emigrated to Southeastern Europe. Today, these
emigrants and their descendants are called Danube Swabians. Their
story is one of departures and encounters, of cultural exchange and
peaceful coexistence, but also of war, expulsion and deportation.

Among the local Danube Swabian population is the
Neuburger family, including Karl, the heavily pregnant
Margarethe, and their four-year-old daughter Magdalena.
They travel in their own wagon, which until now has been
used for farming. Karl Neuburger, a blacksmith, has made

the iron parts of the wagon himself.

When they flee, the family leaves all the doors of their
house open, and they set the cows and other animals free.
They take two horses with them, to pull the getaway wagon.

The children, Magdalena and Hertha
Neuburger, in 1952 in Scharding
before the family's resettlement to
Germany. Their mother made the
clothes out of the traditional
costumes she took with her when she
fled. Donauschwabisches
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However, they are forced to leave the smaller horse in
Hungary, because it is too weak to continue. So the heavily

pregnant Margarethe Neuburger now has to walk alongside
the wagon for six weeks.

The inhabitants of Novo Selo/Neudorf flee via Hungary and
Vienna to Passau. Along the way, Hertha, the second
daughter of the Neuburger family, is born in Enns near Linz
on November 14, 1944. The family decide to stay in Austria.
Karl Neuburger, previously exempt from military service, is
drafted there in early November 1944. He joins the
"Volkssturm" in Frankfurt/Oder and is soon declared
missing in action. Margarethe Neuburger lives for eight
years on a farm in Scharding, Austria. She raises her two
daughters Magdalena and Hertha on her own. At four
o'clock in the morning, she goes to work in the field, leaving
the two small children behind on the farm. Margarethe
Neuburger is not paid for her work - but there is enough
food for the family. In 1952, mother and daughters move to
Baden-Wirttemberg.

In 1986, the wagon that the Neuburger family used to escape was still in a shed on the farm in
Scharding. When Hertha, the younger daughter, visited the farm, her husband had the idea of
moving it to Margarethe Neuburger's garden. He thought this gesture would please his
mother-in-law. In 1988, they disassembled the wagon and brought it in parts to Tlibingen,
where Margarethe Neuburger, however, did not want it in her garden at all. So the
disassembled vehicle was stored at the home of the younger daughter, Hertha, until she
donated it to the Danube Swabian Central Museum in 2007.

In 2016, the Neuburger family's escape wagon was reassembled for the first time. It is
currently on loan to the Dresden Museum of Transport and forms part of the exhibition "Recht
auf Zukunft? (Aus)Wanderung - Flucht - Vertreibung". In a video, Hertha Breitenbiicher (née

Neuburger) tells the story of her family's escape.
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My name is Herta Breitenbficher, nee Neuburger. My parents
are Danube Swabians from Vinkovacko/Novo Selo in Croatia.
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To the video: https://youtu.be/rlO40keiTVg

Hertha Breitenbicher (née Neuburger) talks about her family's escape: Background © Dresden

Transport Museum

They had to leave thelr village, which was German,
on account.of the partisans and war.
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To the video: https://youtu.be/uOe0ROxdGPO

Hertha Breitenbiicher (née Neuburger) talks about her family's escape: Reasons for fleeing. ©
Dresden Transport Museum
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In Hungary, they had to leave the smaller horse behind,
so they only had one harse. They continued their journey
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To the video: https://youtu.be/itRvkg5x50I

Hertha Breitenbicher (née Neuburger) talks about her family's escape: Flight. © Dresden

Transport Museum

every day at 4 a.m. We children were left alone.
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To the video: https://youtu.be/9rvEgrBAYGA
Hertha Breitenbiicher (née Neuburger) talks about her family's escape: Arrival and later life. ©

Dresden Transport Museum

English translation: William Connor
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