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SILENT WITNESS

A Baby's Cardigan and Two Certificates
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Jorn Barfod Silent witness

Nothing is more closely connected with the circumstances of flight and
expulsion than the experience of loss. Three touching objects from the years
1944/1945, which are now in the East Prussian state museum within the
German-Baltic department in Lineburg, bear witness to this.

A white, knitted baby's jacket made of wool is one of the many objects in the permanent
exhibition of the East Prussian State Museum that tell of the events around the escape from
East Prussia in the winter of 1945. Two official documents describe the short life of the infant
who wore this jacket. The first is a birth certificate from the registry office in Friedland (East

Prussia), now "Pravdinsk" in the Russian oblast of Kaliningrad, which states:

Christina Annamarie Guttler was born on December 22, 1944 in Friedland (Ostpr)
Gartenvorstadt 50. Father: assistant machine fitter Wilhelm Erich Glittler, living in Friedland
(Ostpr) Mother: Klara Anna Marie Guttler née Déhring, living in Friedland (Ostpr) ... December
28, 1944.

The second document is a death certificate from the "Berlin I" Registry Office, dated 19
September 1946. On it is written:

Christine Annemarie Glittler, resident of Friedland/East Prussia, Gartenvorstadt No. 50 died
on January 28, 1945 at 9am on the Kénigsberg-Pillau railroad line. The deceased was born
on December 22, 1944 in Friedland/East Prussia.

In an account of her work at the Provinzial-Erziehungsheim Angerburg written about 50 years

later, the baby's mother, Klara Guttler, recalled those harrowing and eventful days:

| had married a soldier who served in the 601 Intelligence Regiment from Mauerwald. In
October 1944 | had to give up my job because | was expecting a child. ... Then everything
happened very quickly. My husband wanted to get me and our child out. The OKH [Army High
Command] was stationed in Bad Reichenhall by then. We could no longer get through by
train. After that he went missing, my child — only a month old — died when we were on the
road, my only brother (18 years old) died in the military hospital — from a bullet to the brain —
and my home was also gone, and all that within a single week. Thank God | found my parents

again and a second home in Hamburg-Bergedortf.
Klara Gittler held onto the baby's jacket and the certificates — the former in a beautiful,

decorated jewelry box. Long after her death in 2001, these things finally found their way to
the East Prussian state museum with Baltic German department.

Seite 1 von 2



Jorn Barfod Silent witness

The jewelry box where the baby's cardigan was kept.
OstpreuRisches Landesmuseum, CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

Wedding photo of Klara and Wilhelm Giittler.
OstpreuRisches Landesmuseum,
CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

English translation: William Connor 2
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